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Farewell	to	manzanar	chapter	1-3	summary

This	Study	Guide	consists	of	approximately	60	pages	of	chapter	summaries,	quotes,	character	analysis,	themes,	and	more	-	everything	you	need	to	sharpen	your	knowledge	of	Farewell	to	Manzanar.	This	section	contains	571	words	(approx.	2	pages	at	400	words	per	page)	Farewell	to	Manzanar,	by	Jeanne	Houston,	is	a	coming	of	age	story	set	in	the
internment	camps	of	World	War	II	used	to	separate	the	ethnic	Japanese-Americans	from	any	possible	espionage	activities.	The	Japanese	Navy	bombs	Pearl	Harbor,	setting	off	a	mass	anti-Japanese	hysteria.	The	main	character	is	introduced	in	this	first	chapter	along	with	her	large	family.	Jeanne	goes	with	her	mother	and	the	other	women	of	the
Japanese-American	fishing	fleet	to	the	two	older	brothers,	Bill	and	Woody.	The	main	character	is	introduced	in	this	first	chapter	along	with	her	large	family.	The	excursion	to	send	off	Jeanne's	Papa	and	the	rest	of	the	fishing	fleet	becomes	one	of	the	most	important	days	in	Jeanne's	life.	The	events	of	this	day	in	December	1941	introduce	the	problems
Jeanne	and	her	family	must...	(read	more	from	the	Chapter	1,	What	is	Pearl	Harbor?	Summary)	This	section	contains	571	words	(approx.	2	pages	at	400	words	per	page)	Copyrights	Farewell	to	Manzanar	from	BookRags.	(c)2022	BookRags,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	Part	I,	Chapter	1	"What	is	Pearl	Harbor?"Get	ready	for	one	super-long	flashback
because	that's	basically	what	this	whole	book	is—one	major	memory.Our	trusty	narrator	Jeanne	is	recalling	the	first	weekend	in	December	1941	(you	know,	the	weekend	of	the	whole	Pearl	Harbor	incident)	in	Long	Beach,	California.	Papa's	out	on	his	boat	giving	orders	to	the	narrator's	brothers,	Bill	and	Woody;	his	boat—The	Nereid—is	his	pride	and
joy,	big	and	worth	about	$25,000.	Papa	has	another	boat	called	The	Waka,	but	it's	smaller	and	docked	in	Santa	Monica	where	the	family	lives.The	men	are	slipping	out	of	the	wharf,	and	no	one	knows	how	long	they'll	be	gone	because	that's	just	how	fishing	for	a	living	goes.	All	these	Japanese	fishermen	get	together	and	share	materials	while
competing	for	all	the	fish.	Jeanne,	her	mom,	Billy's	wife,	and	Woody's	wife	Chizu	wave	at	the	boats	and	wait	for	them	to	disappear.But	this	time	the	boats	don't	disappear.	Nope—every	single	one	of	them	turns	back.Weird.What	happened?	The	Japanese	bombed	Pearl	Harbor.But	Jeanne	doesn't	even	know	what	that	means	or	what	Pearl	Harbor	even
is.That	night,	her	dad	burns	the	Japanese	flag	he	brought	with	him	from	Hiroshima	years	ago.	Documents	too.But	there's	no	point	because	her	dad	isn't	just	an	alien	(as	in,	undocumented	immigrant),	he's	a	commercial	fisherman	too,	and	that's	not	good	because	the	FBI	are	picking	up	men	just	like	him	since	they're	worried	that	the	fishermen	might
be	contacting	the	Japanese	through	their	boats.In	fact,	the	FBI	considers	every	Japanese	American	radio	owner	a	"saboteur"	(16).Anyway,	two	weeks	later,	Papa's	taken	in;	he	doesn't	even	try	to	avoid	the	arrest.	He	now	has	no	country	since	Japan	is	at	war	with	America,	the	country	he's	live	in	for	so	long	but	isn't	allowed	to	become	a	citizen	of.	At
first,	no	one's	too	worried	because	a	lot	of	men	are	just	being	interrogated	and	then	released…	but	Papa	doesn't	come	back	because	the	FBI	have	charged	him	with	delivering	oil	to	the	Japanese.	Cue:	crying.	Lots	of	crying.	Navigation	Introduction	Summary	Part	I,	Chapter	1	Part	I,	Chapter	2	Part	I,	Chapter	3	Part	I,	Chapter	4	Part	I,	Chapter	5	Part	I,
Chapter	6	Part	I,	Chapter	7	Part	I,	Chapter	8	Part	I,	Chapter	9	Part	I,	Chapter	10	Part	I,	Chapter	11	Part	II,	Chapter	12	Part	II,	Chapter	13	Part	II,	Chapter	14	Part	II,	Chapter	15	Part	II,	Chapter	16	Part	II,	Chapter	17	Part	II,	Chapter	18	Part	II,	Chapter	19	Part	II,	Chapter	20	Part	II,	Chapter	21	Part	III,	Chapter	22	Themes	Characters	Analysis	Quotes
Premium	Flashcards	Quizzes	Write	Essay	Teaching	LitCharts	assigns	a	color	and	icon	to	each	theme	in	Farewell	to	Manzanar,	which	you	can	use	to	track	the	themes	throughout	the	work.	Internment	and	Family	Life	Free	Study	Guide	for	Farewell	To	Manzanar-BookNotes	Previous	Page	|	Table	of	Contents	|	Next	PageDownloadable	/	Printable	Version
The	Wakatsukis	are	a	Japanese	family	with	ten	children,	the	youngest	of	whom	is	Jeanne;	she	is	the	narrator	and	author	of	the	memoir.	In	December	1941,	the	Wakatsukis	are	living	near	Long	Beach,	California.	Mr.	and	Mrs.	Wakatsuki	are	immigrants;	they	have	come	to	the	United	States	from	Japan,	searching	for	the	American	Dream.	Jeanne's	father
and	brothers	man	a	fishing	boat	called	The	Nereid	and	work	for	the	canneries	on	the	coast.	On	this	particular	day	in	December,	Jeanne	stands	on	shore	with	the	other	Wakatsuki	females;	they	all	wave	good-bye	to	the	Wakatsuki	men	as	they	set	out	to	sea.	As	the	women	watch	the	Nereid	travel	further	away,	it	suddenly	turns	and	heads	back	to	shore.
Jeanne	and	the	others	are	confused	about	the	strange	return	until	a	cannery	worker	on	the	docks	runs	toward	them;	he	delivers	the	news	that	Japan	has	just	bombed	Pearl	Harbor	in	a	deadly	surprise	attack.	Jeanne's	father	is	immediately	frightened	that	his	ties	to	Japan	will	cause	him	trouble;	he	goes	home	and	burns	the	flag	he	had	brought	from
Hiroshima,	as	well	as	all	documents	that	might	tie	him	to	Japan.	The	family	then	relocates	to	the	home	of	their	eldest	son,	Woody,	who	lives	on	Terminal	Island.	After	two	weeks,	Ko	Wakatsuki,	Jeanne's	father,	is	arrested	and	interrogated.	Later	the	family	learns	that	he	has	been	taken	into	custody	and	falsely	charged	with	supplying	oil	to	Japanese
submarines	offshore.	The	family	is	devastated	at	the	news.	Notes	Farewell	to	Manzanar	is	a	memoir,	a	true	story	of	remembrance	of	a	period	in	the	author's	life.	Jeanne	Wakatsuki-Houston,	the	author	and	narrator	of	the	memoir,	tells	the	story	of	her	childhood	and	adolescence	after	she	has	become	a	mature	adult.	In	the	Foreword,	she	explains	the
book	is	her	effort	to	look	into	the	past	and	come	to	terms	with	those	years	she	spent	in	a	relocation	camp.	She	and	her	family	were	sent	to	Manzanar	simply	for	being	of	Japanese	descent,	even	though	Jeanne	and	her	siblings	were	native-born	Americans.	The	author	admits	that	in	the	past	she	has	tried	to	deny	the	memory	of	life	in	the	camp;	but	she	no
longer	feels	she	can	avoid	her	painful	past.	Writing	the	memoir	is	an	attempt	on	her	part	to	purge	her	heart	and	mind	of	those	camp	years.	It	also	is	intended	to	give	an	accurate	account	of	life	in	the	internment	camp,	which	is	unique	among	historical	concentration	camps.	In	the	camps,	located	on	American	soil,	an	attempt	was	made	to	make	life
"normal,"	despite	the	painfully	deliberate	circumstances.	Jeanne	is	the	protagonist	of	the	memoir,	even	though	she	is	only	seven	years	old	at	the	start	of	the	tale.	As	a	result	of	her	youth,	she	cannot	understand	the	magnitude	of	Pearl	Harbor	or	why	her	family	must	move	to	Woody's	house.	As	a	small	girl,	she	then	observes	with	confusion	the	arrest	of
her	father	and	the	subsequent	move	to	Manzanar.	Everything	is	a	blur	to	Jeanne	as	a	child,	but	the	adult	narrator	is	able	to	put	more	meaning	and	understanding	into	the	incidents	that	occur	after	the	bombing	of	Pearl	Harbor.	Having	been	trained	in	sociology,	Jeanne,	the	narrator,	is	able	to	make	deductions	and	correlations	from	childhood
confusions	and	impressions.	At	the	start	of	the	book,	Jeanne's	father	is	a	proud,	dignified,	self-respecting	Japanese-American	who	loves	to	be	in	command	of	his	wife	and	ten	children.	He	works	hard	at	fishing	and	in	the	canneries,	trying	to	realize	the	American	Dream	of	wealth.	He	feels	that	if	he	is	successful	in	America,	it	will	honor	his	wife	and
children.	Born	in	Japan,	he	has	immigrated	to	the	United	States	to	find	a	better	life;	he	still,	however,	has	strong	ties	to	his	native	land,	for	all	of	his	extended	family	is	still	in	Hiroshima.	In	the	beginning	of	the	memoir,	the	family	life	of	the	Wakatsuki	family	is	presented	as	entirely	normal.	Then,	the	Japanese	bomb	Pearl	Harbor	and	everything	changes
for	the	Wakatsukis.	Ko,	the	father,	immediately	knows	that	Pearl	Harbor	will	bring	all	Japanese	immigrants	under	suspicion.	Out	of	fear,	he	goes	home	and	burns	his	country's	flag	and	his	papers	tying	him	to	Japan;	it	is	a	symbolic	act	that	shows	he	is	severing	his	connection	with	his	native	land.	Unfortunately	for	him	and	his	family,	they	cannot
change	or	hide	their	looks;	it	is	apparent	that	they	are	of	Japanese	descent,	a	fact	that	will	cause	them	many	troubles	and	sorrows.	Jeanne	undergoes	a	quick	succession	of	changes	in	her	young	life.	She	is	abruptly	moved	to	the	home	of	her	older	brother,	Woody.	There	she	watches	her	father	be	arrested	and	taken	away.	Then	she	learns	that	he	has
been	charged	with	treason	and	will	remain	in	custody.	Soon	the	entire	family	is	moved	into	Manzanar,	a	Japanese	detention	camp	near	the	Mojave	Desert.	It	is	no	wonder	that	the	seven-year-old	child	is	upset	and	confused.	The	author's	style	of	narration	is	simple	and	lucid,	totally	devoid	of	ornamentation.	It	is	almost	as	if	a	young	girl	could	have
written	the	memoir.	The	title	of	the	first	chapter	also	expresses	innocence;	the	Japanese-Americans	really	had	nothing	to	do	with	Pearl	Harbor,	not	even	knowing	of	its	existence	or	location.	Then	through	no	fault	of	their	own,	they	are	suddenly	alienated	from	their	neighbors	and	placed	in	internment	camps.	Previous	Page	|	Table	of	Contents	|	Next
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